


Browsing and Searching in the Metadata
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General Information

The IMDI browser is the entry point for
accessing IMDI archives. It allows users to
view the structure of the IMDI archive, search
and read the metadata. With appropriate
access rights users may further search and

BROWSER

view the annotations (via Annex) and down-
load resources.

The archive of the MPI for psycholinguistics
can be browsed at http://corpus1.mpi.nl/ds/
imdi_browser. The full manual of the IMDI
Browser can be viewed at http://www.lat-
mpi.eu/tools/imdi/browser/web/

The IMDI Browser visualizes the corpus
structure by means of a tree view. Traversing
the tree shows IMDI metadata content in its
main information panel. Traversing deep
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enough into the corpus structure allows users to view and
download digital resources from the archive. The nodes of
the tree view correspond to the IMDI records used to
structure a corpus. The IMDI records consist of: corpus
nodes, session nodes and catalogue nodes. Corpus nodes
are a collection of corpus or session nodes. Session nodes
are a description of tightly bundled resources e.g. a media
file and its corresponding annotation file. Catalogue nodes
describe metadata for a complete corpus. The nodes
together describe the hierarchy of a corpus.
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1 match within 1 selected session/catalogue found.
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Metadata Search

The IMDI browser gives a user a means to search a selected
corpus or sub-corpus. Search can be done in the following
ways:

+ Keyword content search
« Structured search (search using the explicit
structure of the metadata)

It can also combine search with an annotation
search via Annex.
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Key word search Help Standard search Advanced search

within 1 selected corpus: Canoe building [1 session/catalogue]

Search in all fields: |canoe

Save Print Content search

1 match within 1 selected session/catalogue found.

[/IMDI-corpora/MPI corpora/Demo/DOBES g ndiki/Canoe building
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The IMDI browser also acts as a gateway to the Access
Management System (AMS) for users. Given the appropriate
rights, a corpus owner can use this to set the read and write
rights for his corpus.

Technology

The IMDI Browser is a web application written in Java run-
ning in a Tomcat container. It is accessible via normal web
browsers with a java plug-in. For all internal operations the
Postgres relational database is used, however, all character
encoding is done with Unicode.

A Handle system is used for bookmarking nodes in the
corpus, these persistent identifiers guarantee the correct
lookup of resources.

Outlook

The IMDI Browser will be further developed and supported

by the Technical Department of the MPI. In particular the

following features can be expected in the coming versions:

- Allow metadata searches through sessions/catalogue
simultaneously

settings manual user: anonymous login _logout
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IMDI Metadata Domain

IMDI

‘The IMDI Metadata Domain allows you to browse and search in the whole domain of linked IMDI metadata descriptions as they are
registered at the IMDI portal at the MPI for Psycholinguistics. All Metadata descriptions are openly accessible, for many resources
however one needs to ask access permission. Read further to find out how this is done. The full manual s available here

Please note that many corpora are hosted at other resource centers. If a remote server is down, those resources cannot be accessed even
though they are stilllisted within this portal.
How to explore the archive:

On the left hand side, you see the whole hierarchy of linked IMDI corpora, which you can explore by clicking on the small circles or by
double-clicking the names. If you click on an item with the right mouse button (or control-click with a single button Mac mouse), you
will get a contextual menu with additional functionality, depending on what kind of item you have selected:
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® view node: shows the content of a file. For Metadata files, you will get the content of the metadata description. For media files,
you will get to see the actual resource. For EAF, Shoebox/Toolbox and CHAT annotation files, the ANNEX annotation viewer will be
launched. If access to a resource is restricted, you will get an authentication window in which you need to type your user name and
password (only once).

® create bookmark: gives you a page with several links on it which you can bookmark, 50 you can easily return to that resource or
corpus node or send it to someone else.

© metadata search: gives you a metadata search interface. All metadata files under the selected part of the hierarchy will be
searched. There are two types of search: a simple "google-like" search, and a more advanced search for searching within selected
metadata fields.

© annotation content search: allows you to search within all annotation files (EAF, Shoebox/Toolbox, CHAT and plain text)
underneath the selected corpus node. You can only search within those files that you have access to.

 set access rights: launches the Access Management System. “Normal® users can change their password, "Administrator” users
can define access riahts for their corpus.
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