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The IMDI browser also acts as a gateway to the Access 
Management	System	(AMS)	for	users.	Given	the	appropriate	
rights, a corpus owner can use this to set the read and write 
rights for his corpus.

Technology
The IMDI Browser is a web application written in Java run-

ning in a Tomcat container. It is accessible via normal web 
browsers with a java plug-in. For all internal operations the 
Postgres relational database is used, however, all character 
encoding is done with Unicode.

A Handle system is used for bookmarking nodes in the 
corpus, these persistent identifi ers guarantee the correct 
lookup of resources. 

outlook
The IMDI Browser will be further developed and supported 

by the Technical Department of the MPI. In particular the 
following features can be expected in the coming versions:
•	 Allow	metadata	searches	through	sessions/catalogue	

simultaneously

Browsing and Searching in the Metadata

enough into the corpus structure allows users to view and 
download digital resources from the archive. The nodes of 
the tree view correspond to the IMDI records used to 
structure a corpus. The IMDI records consist of: corpus 
nodes, session nodes and cata lo gue nodes. Corpus nodes 
are	a	collection	of	corpus	or	session	nodes.	Session	nodes	
are a description of tightly bundled resources e.g. a media 
fi le and its corresponding annotation fi le. Catalogue nodes 
describe metadata for a complete corpus. The nodes 
together describe the hierarchy of a corpus.

Metadata search
The IMDI browser gives a user a means to search a selected 

corpus	or	sub-corpus.	Search	can	be	done	in	the	following	
ways:
•	 Keyword	content	search
•	 Structured	search	(search	using	the	explicit	

structure of the metadata)

It can also combine search with an annotation 
search via Annex. 

General Information
The IMDI browser is the entry point for 

accessing IMDI archives. It allows users to 
view the structure of the IMDI archive, search 
and read the metadata. With appropriate 
access rights users may further search and 

view the annotations (via Annex) and down-
load resources. 

The archive of the MPI for psycholinguistics 
can	be	browsed	at	http://corpus1.mpi.nl/ds/
imdi_browser. The full manual of the IMDI 
Browser	can	be	viewed	at	http://www.lat-
mpi.eu/tools/imdi/browser/web/

The IMDI Browser visualizes the corpus 
structure by means of a tree view. Traversing 
the tree shows IMDI metadata content in its 
main information panel. Traversing deep 
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