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ELAN - Multimedia Annotation Tool

• written in Java programming language

• stores transcriptions in XML format (.eaf)

• available for Windows, Mac OS X, Linux 

• sources available for non commercial use

• current version 3.5.0
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Main window of ELAN
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Display of 0 to 4 videos
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Multiple tiers, tier hierarchies
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Multiple synchronized viewers
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Controlled Vocabularies
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Search
• simple and structured 

search, in a single file
or in multiple files

• export of results to 
tab-delimited text file

Import/export
• Import/export of Toolbox, CHAT,

Praat, CSV/tab-delimited text

LREC, May 2008



ELAN - DCR

The ISO Data Category Registry

• Standards for Language Resource  
management, creation and coding

• List of linguistic concepts
• Accessible online
• Provides services for tools
• Accommodates decision process
• www.isocat.org
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ISO Data Categories

• Elementary descriptors of linguistic
concepts

• Simple (atomic) vs complex (with a 
value range)

• Belong to 1 or more thematic Profile
• Can refer to a more general concept
• Unique ID
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The DCR datamodel

Accessed by
ELAN
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www.ISOcat.org
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ELAN’s interaction with the ISO DCR

• Connection to server via DCR
connector

• Selection of data categories, selection
is stored in local cache for offline use

• Group by Profile
• Sort orders,

‘broader concept’
tree view
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Association of annotations with a DC

• Reference from individual annotations
to a DC (as an additional attribute)

• Only the ID of
the DC is 
stored
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Association of CV entry with a DC

• When a CV entry is applied to an
annotation, the DC ID is applied as 
well

• Only the ID of the DC is 
stored
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Association of a Linguistic Type with 

a DC

• Way to label a tier to be e.g. a DC
Part-of-Speech tier

• Only the ID of the 
DC is stored
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Future work, To Do

• Make the DC id’s a search criterion
• Batchwise add DC id’s to annotations 

based on DC id’s of CV entries
• Automatic creation of a CV from a 

complex DC, based on a specificied
language
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Known issues

• No preferred/recommended way of 
referring to a category ID yet

• The DCR model may change 
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Thank you

http://www.lat-mpi.eu/tools/elan
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